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own large vaults and have special facilities for fermenting the
grape-juice, and for maturing and storing the wine.

Almost all the mining areas in Argentina are situated in the
western and north-western districts, but though the deposits
there are moderately extensive, production is very smaU at the
present time. The formations of the Pampa ranges were widely
intruded by igneous matter in the Tertiary period, particularly
in the southern area in S. Luis, and various minerals, including
lead and tungsten, are associated with these intrusions. The
western area occupied by the pre-cordilleran ranges shows
mineralization similar to that of the main Andes to the west
and the north. At one time silver was mined on a large scale,
but early in this century attention was confined to the auriferous
and argentiferous copper ores in La Rioja and Catamarca, the
widespread lead ores not being profitable to work. Situated at
extremely high elevations, the mining centres there were never
very prosperous, and little mining is now carried on in Argentina
outside Jujuy province, where some lead, zinc, silver, and tin
are produced by an active modern corporation. Argentina, like
Uruguay, is poorly endowed with mineral resources compared
with most other South American countries.

The fact of the matter is that although minerals of various
kinds are widespread in the north-western region, no very rich
deposits have hitherto been discovered such as in the western
Andes; and in view of the long haul to the sea and the acute
shortage of labour in Argentina owing to the demands made by
the prosperous agricultural and stock-rearing industries, the
preliminary requisite for a successful mining industry is the
discovery of deposits that can compare with those elsewhere in
South America in extent and concentration.

Petroleum has been discovered in two distinct fields in the
sub-andine region. One lies in a long narrow belt from the neigh-
bourhood of Mendoza town to beyond the upper Neuquen, but
the wells there have so far proved to be short-lived and the total
yield of oil small. The other begins somewhat south of Salta and
extends thence north-east along the valley of the Rio Grande de
Jujuy past the upper Bermejo and across into Bolivia. The
topography of this region is very complicated and the strata
are exceedingly folded and faulted so that the deposits must be
discontinuous. Nevertheless, it is thought that the northern
field is a promising one, more especially towards and beyond the
Bolivian frontier; as a branch of the state railway from Perico
on the main line, following the main axis of the field, has already
been pushed beyond Embarcacion to Yacuiba, and another
line has been built to it from Formosa, there will in time.be